Annual Parish meeting 2004


THE CIVIL PARISH OF RYTON ON DUNSMORE, WARWICKSHIRE

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday 20 May 2004 in the Village Hall at 7.30 p.m.

Present:


Cllr Spiers, Chairman

Members of the Parish Council, Cllrs Backholler, Harris, Loudon, Mills, Steeley

4 Members of the public

Mr. G Tooke, Clerk to the Parish Council

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

The Agenda was agreed by the meeting.

The Chairman introduced the new Clerk to the Council.

1.
Apologies for absence

Cllr Brassington sent his apologies

2.
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday 29 May 2003.

Copies of the minutes were available to all those present. The Chairman read highlights from the minutes of the previous year’s meeting. It was unanimously agreed that the minutes be accepted as correct.

3.
Matters arising from the minutes

3.1 Crime

It was stated that the situation was not getting any better, reference was made to a recent fracas in Church Road, things were not pleasant and people were getting frightened. It was commented that the Village sees little of the Police Officer. The Chairman responded saying that there was extra money in the precept and that we need to try and get some action. The meeting stated that it did not wish to pay twice for policing as there is no was to get the money the village spend back from the Borough. It was stated that there was a lot of good word coming from the new Chief Constable, but it is early days for him and we need to see what actually happens.

It was stated that the parish meeting wishes to continue with money set aside for crime in the precept.

Also the Parish meeting wishes the Parish Councillors together with residents to go and meet with the new Chief Constable to discuss crime and the Village, either at his office or here in the Village.

Concerns were also expressed about the drinking of alcohol on the recreation ground, this also leads to broken glass (spirit bottles) being left in the grass. The Chairman thought that this is all part of the same problem and requires the same solution.

3.2 Heart Start

The meeting expressed its congratulations to Francis Thame for her hard work and a job well done in getting Heart Start up and running.

See also later agenda item on heart Start.

3.3 Neighbourhood Watch Scheme

It was stated that the relationship between Neighbourhood watch and crime depends very much on the action from the police. There appears to be little action from the police on what is reported. The good work of The Late John Ward was praised by the meeting, demonstrating that it all come down to cooperation.

4.
Report from the Chairman, Cllr Spiers

The Chairman reported that it has been a very active year for the council. There has been a full compliment of 10 councillors throughout the year. The main activities of the council this year have been,

4.1 Road and Highway

4.1.1 Transport Planning Brief

This has been produced to give planners at RBC guidance on planning applications and the effect that they could have. It is designed to give a wider view rather than a piecemeal approach.

4.1.2 Traffic improvement schemes

We have been pushing for planning improvements schemes for a crossing on the Leamington Road and speed restrictions on the A423. We are told that there is not enough justification.

4.1.3 20mph and traffic calming

20mph speed limit is seen to be working by WCC, but the Parish Council still has concerns about the signs and the speed limit enforcement. The problem is still active with WCC.

4.1.4 A45/A445 junction

The work on the A45/445 junction was supposed to have started before the end of this year, this date was delayed during the year to start in February. During the year the Parish Council had meetings with the Highways Agency and made representation on the footpaths at the junction to ensure that proper safety is considered for those wishing to cross near the junction on the Leamington Road.  During these meetings no indication was given about any problems.  The Start of the development did not happen, and despite trying to find out why we were unable to get from the Highways Agency any indication of problems. When the Parish Council did find out that the scheme had been postponed indefinitely we arranged meeting with the press and the MP. Due to these meeting and the work of our MP the scheme has now been put back on the books for start in this financial year. Unfortunately this has come to late and the delay has resulted in the sad death of another motorist. The Parish Council will be trying to ensure that the scheme is started as soon as possible.

The letter from Transport Minister David Jamieson was read out by Borough Councillor Backholler.

The parish is pleased that the scheme is now on, but sad that the delay has led to another death. We need to push for the date being brought forward as soon as possible.

The meeting asked that a letter be sent from the meeting to Andy King and David Jamieson thanking them for their action in getting the scheme back on.

4.1.5 Knightlow Hill

The cracks are opening up and getting worse. There is a meeting next On the 25th May 2004 of Highways Agency. The cost of replacing the carriageway and banking is given as £1.2m.

4.2 Planning

There have been no major planning activities this year. The usual flow of planning application has been dealt with. 

4.2.1 Lambs Field

As reported last year the Council was trying to recover the cost associated with the Lambs field planning appeal. This claim has now been settled. We are happy to get this money back.

4.2.2 British Legion

There has been a draft planning application for the Legion building. The Council has made observations on this to RBC. We have also had a meeting with the Architect to try and find out more information. The council is supporting residents with their problems of proximity and size, but we now have to wait for an official planning application.

4.2.3 Sky Blue Lodge

There has also been contact with the agent from Sky Blue Lodge about the future use of the land when it is vacated by the Sky Blues. We expect that they will soon be submitting a planning application.

We will keep the village aware of these plans as they are firmed up.

4.3 Environmental

The Parish Council has continued it's fight to ensure that those causing environmental problems are challenged. We have had an ongoing debate with RBC and they are investigating some of the problems. The main cause for concern has been the stink of what appears to toxic fumes coming from the car plant. There is also the noise problem from the site. You will have noticed that there have been detectors installed in some parts of the village. There are 3 detectors in the village.

Cllr Steeley added that they have been monitoring the wider area for 12 months and while there are 2 urban and 2 rural detectors that give concern, none of these are in Ryton on Dunsmore.

4.4 Recreation and Amenities

4.4.1 Tennis courts now ball play area

Tennis courts/ball play area. The saga of this super facility is still ongoing.  The subject has been raised in Panel meeting of RBC, and at that time there was the suggestion the RBC would find funding to resolve some of the problems. This approach has now withered with RBC putting all the effort to resolve the problem back on the Parish Council. This leaves the Parish Council in a very difficult position, We now have to ask the original contractors if they will accept responsibility and assist in the elimination of the problem. Now need to get the contractors on site, however the Parish Council believes that the contractors will not accept any responsibility. When this happens we will have to take some very hard decisions and will look to the Village for support.

4.4.2 Skate Board facility

The Council dare not progress this issue for the same reason as the ball playing area.

4.5 Clerk to the Parish Council

At the beginning of the Year Faye the Clerk resigned.

The meeting gave a vote of thanks for the work that Faye did for the Village and the Parish Council.

As you can see we now have a new Clerk Geoffrey, So Welcome to him. The Office is now staffed on a Wednesdays. You can also leave mail for the Parish Council or the Clerk at the Post office (envelopes should be marked for the attentions of the Clerk Ryton Parish Council).

4.6 Precept

The precept for the year has had to be raised to £37000, this is just over a 10% increase which is accounted for by inflation and money for policing.

4.7 Accounts

Still awaiting completion of accounts and internal audit for the period to 31 December 2004, the full audit is to be completed by 2 August 2004.

In closing I would like to thank my fellow councillors on your behalf, for their support in the last 12 months. I hope for those who are continuing on the Council they will continue supporting what has been started in the last year and we will have more successes in completing those things that are important to the well being of the village. For those who are not continuing I thank you for all your effort and time.

4.8 Questions from the meeting on the report

The meeting thanked the Chairman for all his hard work and services for the period when the Parish Council did not have a Clerk.

The Chairman replied that contrary to his previous intensions he was prepared to stand as chairman to the council for another year.

5.
Report of the County Councillor, Cllr Brassington

The report was distributed to those present and is attached to these minutes as Annex A. The Chairman presented the report of the County Councillor. The main headings being,

1. Cllr Brassington apologised for not being present as the meeting.

2. Summary of the councillor’s wide ranging activities during the year.

3. Working together at County, borough and with the support of the local MP.

4. The success in preventing Rugby Airport and how everyone worked together for a the successful outcome.

5. There is now the new issue of expansion of Coventry airport, which is a much more divisive issue and that WDC is engaged in a legal planning battle with the air operator.

6. Traffic problems and delay to A45/A445 roundabout leading to the recent tragic accident.

7. There is now a new Strategic Statement on Transport as a guideline for planning applications.

8. The lane that is closed on the A45 at Knightlow Hill and the investigations that are taking place into the solution.

9. A subsidy has been obtained from WCC to provide an additional bus service to the villages of Wolston, Binley Woods to Walsgrave Hospital. 

10. There have been improvements to Wolston Library services.

11. The setting up of the unique scheme for a concessionary rate for car parking permits at Ryton Pools.

12. There are future changes to the County Council electoral boundaries and concern over the increase in coverage that will be required from the County Councillor.

13. There is concern that the new area will not constitute a unified area.

For further information on these issues please refer to the full report.

6.
Report of the Borough Councillor, Cllr Backholler

Cllr Backholler said that many of the issues he had planned to report on had already been covers, so he would restrict himself to new items.

6.1 Local Plan

The First Deposit of the Local Plan is important to everybody. There is a chance to see it at the Village Hall on June 4th from 2-7pm. 

Cllr Steeley said that she would produce a flyer to be put through people’s doors to advertise the presentation of the Local Plan.

It forms part of the Development Plan for the Borough together with the Warwickshire Structure Plan, it sets out the framework by which development should take place. The current Local Plan was adopted in 1997, it is now time to revisit and update and needs to meet new government guidance. It will cover the period to 2011 and forms the development plan for Rugby Borough. The timetable for adoption is

· Early 2004
Council approval of the Deposit Plan

· May 2004
First Deposit Plan

· Summer/Autumn 2004
Consideration of objectives and proposed amendments

· Winter 2004-05-24
Deposit to members

· February 2005
Second Deposit of the Plan

· Spring 2005
Consideration of objections and pre enquiry changes, if necessary

· Summer 2005
Report to members

· Autumn 2005
Public Local Enquiry

· May 2006
 Local Plan Review adopted

6.2 Parish Review 2004

This was covered in County Councillor’s report, but there are no boundary changes for Ryton on Dunsmore.

6.3 A45/A445 roundabout

This was covered in Chairman and County Councillors’ reports.

The meeting gave a vote of thanks to Cllr Backholler for all his work in the Parish and the Borough throughout the year.

7.
Reports from other Village Organisations

7.1
Heart Start Report, Francis Thane
The Heart Start Machine has been bought and the village was thanked for its support in getting this far. Before the machine can be used the volunteers need to be trained. Training started this week. Help was requested in obtaining a detailed street map of the village.

Cllr Backholler said that he would try in the first instance to obtain a map from the Planning office in Rugby.

It was observed that it has not been possible to get insurance for the machine when it is out and about on its travels. The Chairman said that he would look into this.

7.2
Village Hall Committee Report, Mr. Backholler

It was reported that it is an expensive time for the Village Hall. It was explained that the Village Hall Committee is responsible to the interior of the hall and the Parish Council is responsible to the exterior.

7.2.1
Disabled Discrimination Act

There has been an assessment of the Village Hall to meet the Disabled Discrimination Act. They are now in the process of installing toilets for the disables in the existing cloakroom.

7.2.2
Floor in the main hall

Following the lifting of the floor it has now been re laid and is now waiting to be sealed and stained along with the remainder of the floor.

7.2.3
Sewer System

This has been jetted to clear it and camera video footage has been taken. The Parish Council is currently studying the video and accompanying report from the survey.

7.3
Ryton on Dunsmore Twinning, Mr Harris

There will be a visit to Ryton on Dunsmore in October. It would be good to have more people interested. The AGM took place this week.

8.
Correspondence

No correspondence has been received.

9.
Questions from the Public

9.1
Lorry use of Leamington Road

Lorries are disregarding the agreement not to use the Leamington Road as a short cut. It was felt that the local industry should be made to comply with the arrangement. A Traffic Survey that identifies the individual lorries would be the best approach to identifying the culprits.

9.2
How long will the speed control ramps be staying?

The speed control ramps cause additional noise from larger vehicles going over them and cars breaking on the approach and then accelerating away.

The speed ramps are permanent and would be difficult to get removed, however the 20mph speed limit is a trial.

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending the meeting.

The meeting closed at 9.13pm.

Annex A

Report to Ryton on Dunsmore Annual Parish Meeting

20th May 2004

I do apologise for not being able to be present personally to present this report but unfortunately the meeting clashes with another engagement.

Over the last twelve months I have continued to represent the area on Warwickshire County Council and deal with many issues raised by local residents concerning specific County Council services such as schools, libraries, social services. I have also tried to work closely with the Parish Council on issues of concern to it where I can be of help. It has therefore been an exceptionally busy year because of the number of broader community concerns shared by many residents across the area as a whole.

On these issues your local councillors at Borough and County work together regardless of their political party and the differences in function of the two authorities, and Andy King our local MP has also been involved supporting us.

Potentially the biggest of these community issues was the possibility of a major international airport on our doorstep and we were all delighted with the government decision not to proceed with this proposal. Locally we ran an exceptionally good campaign on this issue bringing together local community protest with the formal activities of the Borough and County Council. This combined with lobbying both at a political level and from environmental pressure groups eventually won the day.

Unfortunately as soon as this threat disappeared the possibility of major expansion at Coventry Airport replaced it. Although this is of nothing like the size of the international airport proposal it is of very real concern to many local residents because of the proximity of the flight path and the volume of extra road traffic it could generate. It is also a much more divisive issue in the wider area because of the attraction to some people of cheap flights on their doorstep regardless of their impact on others. Warwick District Council has tried to take a very firm stand on the planning issues associated with this proposal but are caught up in a big legal battle on it at the moment. Hopefully this will resolve one immediate issue though the application for a new passenger terminal will remain.

Other major areas of continuing concern continue to be the numerous traffic problems that beset the village because of the volume of traffic and the proximity of the trunk roads. We were dismayed to hear in the New Year that the long awaited roundabout on the A45 had been delayed but delighted last week when, following pressure from Andy King, the Minister announced that the scheme would go ahead. Unfortunately we were then devastated to hear that there had been another fatal accident at the junction – a tragedy which would probably have been prevented if the scheme had gone ahead as originally planned.

On the wider traffic issues for the village I have been able to bring together representatives of the Parish Council and the County Council’s Highways engineers to agree a Strategic Statement on Transport. While this on its own does nothing to solve immediate problems it could be significant both to focus action from a number of agencies and to provide guidelines for the response to future planning applications. Any significant improvement in the situation can only come from united efforts by the County Council, the Highways Agency, the Borough Council and the police together with the co-operation of local businesses. Our aim for this next year must therefore be to translate this agreed strategic statement into action from these various bodies.

On another traffic issue I was recently asked by the Parish Council to investigate the reason for the closure of one lane on the A45 going towards Stretton. However all that the Highways Agency will say is that there are some problems with the embankments in the area and as a consequence they have organised testing and investigations to be carried out. At the moment these investigations are continuing to find the best solution to the problems.

The level of bus services in the area continues to be another issue of concern and I was pleased that during the year the County Council has been able to subsidise an additional service connecting the village to Wolston, Binley Woods and Walsgrave Hospital.

 Hopefully some residents have also been able to benefit from the improvements carried out at the library in Wolston and the enhanced computer facilities available there.

I was also pleased to be able to assist the Parish Council in negotiating a concessionary rate for car parking permits at Ryton Pools Country Park. This is a unique scheme within the County and I was grateful to one of my Cabinet colleagues at Warwick for coming out to discuss this issue with your chairman and setting this precedent.

One current issue that is giving me concern is the recent report from the Boundary Committee that has been reviewing the County Council electoral boundaries across Warwickshire. It is proposing significant changes. At present as the local County Councillor I represent the area of Ryton, Wolston, Brandon, Bretford and Binley Woods. It is now proposed that in addition the Parishes of Brinklow, Church Lawford, King’s Newnham and Little Lawford should be added to this Area.

My concern is that covering this larger area the County Councillor will not be able to provide the same level of support either to individual residents or the work of their Parish Councils. Also, whereas at present the Division includes villages which have much in common because of shared problems arising from their proximity to the Coventry boundary and the major road network, the proposed Division would be much more disparate and does not in any way constitute a unified area.

I am pleased to present this brief report on the issues that have arisen in the last twelve months and I look forward to working with the village and its residents in the coming year.

Martin Brassington

County Councillor
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