Annual Parish meeting 2005


THE CIVIL PARISH OF RYTON ON DUNSMORE, WARWICKSHIRE

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday 12 May 2005 in the Village Hall at 7.30 p.m.

Present:


Cllr Bennell, Chairing

Members of the Parish Council, Cllrs Backholler, Harris, Loudon, Steeley, Trigger

5 Members of the public

Mr. G Tooke, Clerk to the Parish Council

The Cllr Spiers, Chairman of the Parish Council, sent his apologies as he is unable to attend the meeting. Cllr Bennell, Vice Chair of the Parish Council, welcomed everyone to the meeting and the meeting agreed to Cllr Bennell chairing this Annual parish Meeting.

The Agenda was agreed by the meeting.

1.
Apologies for absence

Cllr Bell, Cllr O’Hara and Cllr Spiers sent their apologies

Cllr Brassington stood down at the County Council elections on 5 May 2005, he is not present but has sent his written report for the year.

2.
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday 20 May 2004.

Copies of the minutes were available to all those present. It was unanimously agreed that the minutes be accepted as correct.

3.
Matters arising from the minutes

3.1 Crime

It was stated that the situation was not getting any better, and may even be getting worse. Reference was made to the ongoing situation with the security company.

4.
Air Quality

The Chairman introduced the guest speakers David Burrows, Commercial Manager RBC Environmental Health and Sean Lawson, RBC Head of Environmental Health.

Mr Burrows spoke and went through a handout of the data from monitoring sites, a summary is given below.

There are three issues, Air Quality, Permitted Emissions and Clean Air Act.

Air Quality looks at six key pollutants, Lead, Nitrogen Dioxide, Particles, Sulphur Dioxide, Carbon Monoxide, VOCs (1,3-Butadiene, Benzene)

Monitoring the Emissions. There is monitoring in Ryton which takes different forms. There is a Turnkey Particulate Monitor on the London Road (A45) at the edge of the housing area. There are two Nitrogen Dioxide and Sulphur Dioxide Diffusion Tubes on the London Road (A45) at the Village Hall and Courtyard, Marriot Hotel. There are three VOC Diffusion Tubes, on the London Road (A45) at the Peugeot entrance, Oxford Road at Blenheim and 33 Soden’s Avenue. All the results from the Ryton on Dunsmore monitoring sites gave levels that mean there is a low risk.

Clean Air Act. There are six small boilers at Peugeot that burn coal, these are permitted under legislation, and they are not having a dramatic effect on health.

Mr Lawson added that life style choices has a greater impact on health than air quality in Ryton. He stated that there is not an odour monitor and that a chemical can be smelt at very low concentrations.

The Pollution Control Team should be informed when a problem exists and not after the event. The number to ring is 01788 533856.

Mr Burrows was asked about cancer levels, he stated that there is no evidence of elevated cancer levels in Ryton on Dunsmore. He also stated that there is no link, there are lots of different cancer types and there is no pattern.

Mr Burrows was asked about radon risk, he stated that this area is on the safety level (Devon and Cornwall are ten times over), if there is concern, particularly before selling a property electors should talk to Environmental Health, disc monitors are available, but they have to be left in place for at least three months.

5.
Report from the Chairman, Cllr Spiers

The report was distributed to those present and is attached to these minutes.

6.
Report of the County Councillor, Cllr Brassington

The report was distributed to those present and is attached to these minutes.

The Chairman drew the meeting’s attention to the item on bus services and stated that with the reduced frequency of bus service in the village the message must be use the buses or loose them.

7.
Report of the Borough Councillor, Cllr Backholler

Cllr Backholler said that many of the issues he had planned to report on had already been covers, so he would restrict himself to new items.

7.1
A45/A445 Roundabout

This was now becoming a reality and is currently due for completion on 8 July 2005.

7.2
Housing

There is a diabolical situation for affordable housing in the Village.

8.
Reports from other Village Organisations

8.1
Village Hall Trust Report, Mr. Backholler

The toilet and ramps for the disabled have not been installed.

8.1
Heart Start Report, Francis Thain

Heart Start is very busy, they have visited every street in the village except Bagshaw Close. They also haven’t visited Stretton or Bubbenhall, but have been called to Princethorp once and Wolston twice. More volunteers would be welcome, there are currently four individuals providing a twenty four hour a day seven day a week cover.

The Chairman gave a vote of thanks to all the volunteers on behalf of the Village.

9.
Correspondence

No correspondence has been received.

10.
Questions from the Public

10.1
Burial Ground

What was happening to the land behind Manns Close

The next step for the Burial Ground is to get the land plotted out. The access also needs resolving.

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending the meeting.

The meeting closed at 9pm.

Annex A

Chairman's report to the Parish Annual meeting 12th May 2005.

The Parish Council has been active in the usual events undertaken as prescribed in the regulation that is the duty of a Parish Council. Unfortunately one of the Parish  Councillors had to step down due to what what was believed  to be medical problems, these problems thankfully has now been sorted. Due to this resignation the Council has been working with a reduced compliment. This should be solve in early June when we have been requested to hold an election. 


The Current Councillors are

Chairman

Ian Spiers

Vice Chairman
Cllr Mrs Bennell

Members

Mr R A Backholler




Mr T Bell




Mr B G O’Hara




Mrs G Steeley




Mr T Harris




Mr J Loudon




Mr  Trigger

All Cllrs last have attended Parish meeting on a regular basis and are involved in meeting at Borough and County level.

Reporting on the activities of the Working of the Council:

Roads and Highway.

· The meetings with WCC highways have continued, but have not produced any positive results. The action list (as reported from last years Parish annual meeting) and the transport planning brief that was created does not seem to be being taken account off. All the comments and suggestions that have been made by your have been side stepped on the grounds of some regulation or another or just ignored.

· As you can not of failed to notice the long awaited A45/445 junction improvement started and is due for completion in early July (2005). During the year he PC continued having meetings with the HA to ensure that we understood the scheme and influence the planning of the road closers during construction.  

Planning

There have been no major planning activities this year. The usual flow of planning application has been dealt with. 

There has been 2 draft planning application for the Legion building. The Council has made observations on this to RBC.  The second of these has been submitted without the addition wing that was near the Housing estate. We await the outcome of the planning application.

The raising of the level and covering with tarmac on the Dell has cause some concern and the Parish along with many residents objected to the scheme. The Planning department at RBC along with the those TBC councillors on the planning committee hid not take our concerns into effect, and allowed the scheme to go ahead. We will wait and see in our fears are justified.

Environmental

The PC has continued to be concerned about  environmental problems. We have had an ongoing debate with RBC and they are investigating some of the problems. The main cause for concern has been the stink of what appears to toxic fumes coming from the car plant. There is also the noise problem from the site. 

You will have noticed that there have been detectors installed in some parts of the village. We are getting reports from RBC but these just contain figures that are not easy to translate into understandable results. 

Recreation and Amenities

· Tennis courts/ball play area. The saga of this super facility is still ongoing.  We as requested by RBC went back to the contractor to see if he would accept any liability for causing the problem. As predicted he refused and pointed out that all due consideration and advise was taken and given in the planning stage, and that when it was installed it did conform to the regulation in force. The PC given this reply then asked the contractor to aid us to solve some of the equipment noise problems (we cannot do anything about the problem caused by yobbish behaviour, as this is a policing issue).  The PC believe that the changes made to the fences and the equipment has reduced the noise. If this continues to be a problem then as reported last year we will have take some very hard decisions and will look to the Village for support.

· The PC has started to look at replacing the building on the recreation ground and some draft plans are being drawn up for consideration

· The study on provision of a new burial ground continues

Precept

The precept for the year has been raised to £39000, this is an increase of 5.4% which is accounted for by inflation and money for security.

Accounts

The end of year accounts are with the accountant for the internal Audit. The full Audit is to be completed by 8 August 2005.

In closing I would like to thank my fellow councillor on your behalf, for their support in the last 12 months. I hope for those who are continuing on the Council they will continue supporting what has been started in the last year and we will have more successes in completing those things that are important to the wellbeing of the village. For the Cllr who is elected in June let me welcome you and I hope that you will play and active role in the running of out Village

Thank You

Annex B

County Councillor’s report to the Parish Annual meeting 12th May 2005.

Report to Ryton on Dunsmore Annual Parish Meeting

20th May 2004

I do apologise for not being able to be present personally to present this report but unfortunately the meeting clashes with another engagement.

Over the last twelve months I have continued to represent the area on Warwickshire County Council and deal with many issues raised by local residents concerning specific County Council services such as schools, libraries, social services. I have also tried to work closely with the Parish Council on issues of concern to it where I can be of help. It has therefore been an exceptionally busy year because of the number of broader community concerns shared by many residents across the area as a whole.

On these issues your local councillors at Borough and County work together regardless of their political party and the differences in function of the two authorities, and Andy King our local MP has also been involved supporting us.

Potentially the biggest of these community issues was the possibility of a major international airport on our doorstep and we were all delighted with the government decision not to proceed with this proposal. Locally we ran an exceptionally good campaign on this issue bringing together local community protest with the formal activities of the Borough and County Council. 

This combined with lobbying both at a political level and from environmental pressure groups eventually won the day.

Unfortunately as soon as this threat disappeared the possibility of major expansion at Coventry Airport replaced it. Although this is of nothing like the size of the international airport proposal it is of very real concern to many local residents because of the proximity of the flight path and the volume of extra road traffic it could generate. It is also a much more divisive issue in the wider area because of the attraction to some people of cheap flights on their doorstep regardless of their impact on others. Warwick District Council has tried to take a very firm stand on the planning issues associated with this proposal but are caught up in a big legal battle on it at the moment. Hopefully this will resolve one immediate issue though the application for a new passenger terminal will remain.

Other major areas of continuing concern continue to be the numerous traffic problems that beset the village because of the volume of traffic and the proximity of the trunk roads. We were dismayed to hear in the New Year that the long awaited roundabout on the A45 had been delayed but delighted last week when, following pressure from Andy King, the Minister announced that the scheme would go ahead. Unfortunately we were then devastated to hear that there had been another fatal accident at the junction – a tragedy which would probably have been prevented if the scheme had gone ahead as originally planned.

On the wider traffic issues for the village I have been able to bring together representatives of the Parish Council and the County Council’s Highways engineers to agree a Strategic Statement on Transport. While this on its own does nothing to solve immediate problems it could be significant both to focus action from a number of agencies and to provide guidelines for the response to future planning applications. Any significant improvement in the situation can only come from united efforts by the County Council, the Highways Agency, the Borough Council and the police together with the co-operation of local businesses. Our aim for this next year must therefore be to translate this agreed strategic statement into action from these various bodies.

On another traffic issue I was recently asked by the Parish Council to investigate the reason for the closure of one lane on the A45 going towards Stretton. However all that the Highways Agency will say is that there are some problems with the embankments in the area and as a consequence they have organised testing and investigations to be carried out. At the moment these investigations are continuing to find the best solution to the problems.

The level of bus services in the area continues to be another issue of concern and I was pleased that during the year the County Council has been able to subsidise an additional service connecting the village to Wolston, Binley Woods and Walsgrave Hospital.

Hopefully some residents have also been able to benefit from the improvements carried out at the library in Wolston and the enhanced computer facilities available there.

I was also pleased to be able to assist the Parish Council in negotiating a concessionary rate for car parking permits at Ryton Pools Country Park. This is a unique scheme within the County and I was grateful to one of my Cabinet colleagues at Warwick for coming out to discuss this issue with your chairman and setting this precedent.

One current issue that is giving me concern is the recent report from the Boundary Committee that has been reviewing the County Council electoral boundaries across Warwickshire. It is proposing significant changes. At present as the local County Councillor I represent the area of Ryton, Wolston, Brandon, Bretford and Binley Woods. It is now proposed that in addition the Parishes of Brinklow, Church Lawford, King’s Newnham and Little Lawford should be added to this Area.

My concern is that covering this larger area the County Councillor will not be able to provide the same level of support either to individual residents or the work of their Parish Councils. Also, whereas at present the Division includes villages which have much in common because of shared problems arising from their proximity to the Coventry boundary and the major road network, the proposed Division would be much more disparate and does not in any way constitute a unified area.

I am pleased to present this brief report on the issues that have arisen in the last twelve months and I look forward to working with the village and its residents in the coming year.

Martin Brassington

County Councillor
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