Annual Parish meeting 2007


THE CIVIL PARISH OF RYTON ON DUNSMORE, WARWICKSHIRE

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 16 May 2007 in the Village Hall at 7.30 p.m.

Present:


Cllr I Spiers, Chairing

Members of the Parish Council, Cllr J Bennell, Cllr A Harris, Cllr R Mills, Cllr Steeley, 

15 Members of the public

Mr. G Tooke, Clerk to the Parish Council

The Chairman of the Parish Council welcomed everyone to the meeting. The Agenda was agreed by the meeting.

1.
Apologies for absence

There were no apologies.

2.
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday 25 May 2006.

Copies of the minutes were available to all those present.

The following corrections were made to the minutes,

Item 8, 4th line, “access” replaced by “success”

Header page 2 “2005” replaced with “2006”

With the corrections made it was unanimously agreed that the minutes be accepted as correct.

3.
Matters arising from the minutes

Item 4, policing. It was stated that there has been little overall progress with all the issues. Cllr H Timms asked that the Village raise these issues at the Earl Craven meetings where the police are present.

Item 5, Burial Ground. A questionnaire has been sent out to the entire Village, and all the questions and answers will be analysed and answered. The issue of where it will be sited is still open. The land adjacent to the Church will be revisited as a possibility.

Item 6, new pavilion. The plan is to replace the existing Pavilion with a new one with enhanced changing facilities. The whole area will be addressed, including the Ball Play Area. Plans will be drawn up and discussion held with RBC. The residents will be consulted. Agreement wanted from RBC Planners, RBC Environment and the residents.

Item 8 last sentence, on the barrier for the houses on the A45. Cllr H Timms made a request to the Highways Agency, but there was not finance available in the current budget. Cllr. H Timms is still contacting Highways and will copy the Clerk in her next email.

4.
Report from the Chairman, Cllr I Spiers

The Chairman explained that there is a new council and that as there were not enough nominations no election was held. The new Council has seven councillors and needs to co-opt three more to make the full compliment of ten. He thanked Cllr T Bell who moved out of the Village and resigned from the Council earlier in the year and gave a vote of thanks to Cllr R Backholler who stood down at the elections after 41 years of hard work serving the Village. Cllr I Spiers thanked the Village for his election to Borough Councillor and explained that Cllr. J Bennell is now Chairman of the Parish Council and he is the new Vice Chairman. Over the last 12 months Cllr I Spiers and Cllr H Timms have continued to press Highways for improvements to the Village with the result of a new pavement on the Leamington Road to the Connexion and resurfacing of the pavement on the A45. Planning activities have seen continued discussion on the wildlife area in Holly Drive and the state of the open space in Church Road. Neither of these areas has been fit to transfer to the Parish Council. The closure of the Peugeot Site has given the opportunity to regain the Dell, but there is no progress to date on this issue. On environmental issues the air quality has improved since the Peugeot closure and the new use of the site must be watched for environmental issues. The Ball Play Area is an ongoing issue and a whole site solution is being proposed for the area (see item 3 above). A new burial ground is also still an active issue, see also item 3 above. In closing Cllr I Spiers thanked last year’s councillors for their support and wished the new Council well, he thanked the Clerk, particularly for the management of the accounts, he thanked Borough Councillor Heather Timms for her continued work and support to the Village, and he thanked the Village residents who run and support the various organisations including the Village Hall Trust.

5.
Report of the County Councillor, Cllr H Timms

Cllr H Timms reported that on Highways issues she would be pushing to get the new Connexions pavement extended to the Oxford Road, she would also be looking at the size of the lorries using the Leamington Road through the Village. Through the Peugeot Partnership she was looking at job replacement following the closure of the site, particularly for the youth working with the Careers Service. There are many issues being looked at with respect to the plans for the redevelopment and ownership of the Woodside Park site, particularly with respect to future management and the Borough wide strategy on transit sites. Safer Neighbourhoods is about local people setting the priorities for policing through the Earl Craven meetings, all are encouraged to come to the meeting and express their views. Cllr H Timms is also working on safer routes to schools and acknowledged that parking is a problem in Ryton on Dunsmore. Cllr H Timms closed by thanking the Parish Council and stated that she is happy to come to the meetings and to take actions to make Village life better.

6.
Report of the Borough Councillor

Outgoing Cllr R Backholler

Cllr R Backholler reported that there are ongoing discussions with a third party over the future management of the Holly Drive wild life area. He reported that after pressing for a solution to the flooding of houses opposite the Co-op this work has now been completed. Cllr R Backholler reported that he had arranged for the overgrown trees on the RBC estate to be pollarded.  On the redevelopment of Woodside Park Cllr Backholler advised a word of caution and wariness for the solution that is being progressed. Cllr R Backholler thanked the Clerk for his administration of the Ryton Pools Car Park Permit scheme and thanked all the residents for supporting him and permitting him to be their councillor for all these years.

Incoming Cllr I Spiers

Cllr I Spiers expressed his concern for the environment with the new use of the Peugeot site. He announced that there will be a clean up day on 23rd June 2007 to clear the footpaths around the Recreation Ground and he requested the support and assistance of the Village residents. Cllr I Spiers said that his responsibilities within the Borough Council would be for planning and the environment.

7.
Reports from other Village Organisations

The Village Hall Trust is just keeping its head above water financially. There will be a refit of the kitchen in August funded by the Borough Rural Development Fund and the Parish Council’s Sec 106 fund. Mr Backholler gave a vote of thanks to the VHT committee for all their hard work. The AGM will be on 23rd June 2007.

Twinning. The school children are to represent the Village in a visit to France during Spring Bank Holiday. This is taking place without any financial support from Peugeot.

8.
Correspondence

No correspondence has been received.

9.
Questions from the Public

Q
Why is there is no kerb side collection of plastics for recycling?

A
The Borough is currently trying to address this and other recycling issues.

Q
Why are the County are not cutting the grass beyond the British Legion on the Leamington Road towards the Ryton Roundabout?

A
Cllr H Timms will investigate the issue and report back to the Parish Council.

Q
The road gutters are getting very overgrown throughout the Village, when will they be cleaned out?

A
Cllr H Timms will report back on the dates to the Parish Council.

Q
Why is there no progress on getting a dropped kerb in Bagshaw Close at the High Street to enable safe crossing to the subway?

A
Cllr I Spiers will follow up and report back to the Parish Council

Q
Can the fencing along the footpath by the Pavilion be reinstated?

A
Cllr I Spiers will investigate and report back to the Parish Council

Q
Why can’t the Parish Council cut the grass verges like Wolston do?

A
Wolston have a scheme where they use a lot of volunteer resident labour. Wolston can also claim money back from RBC for the grass cutting. If Ryton on Dunsmore were to cut the grass the residents would be paying twice for the same work through the council tax and precept.

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending the meeting.

The meeting closed at 9.10pm.

Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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