The Civil Parish of Ryton on Dunsmore

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 7th December 2011 in the Village Hall at 7pm
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 7th December 2011 in the Village Hall at 7pm

At 7pm the Chairman opened the meeting.

Present:

Chairman:
Councillor Geoffrey Marsh

Councillors:
Marc Eberhard, Anthony Harris, John Loudon, Sandra Loudon, David Sage, Gillian Steeley and Ian Spiers.

Mr Geoffrey Tooke (Clerk).

County Councillor Heather Timms (her report item only)

Caroline Temple from Warwickshire Wildlife Trust.

There were eight members of the public present.

256 11/12 Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Councillor Colin Harrow for personal reasons and Dale Keeling for business reasons. 

PCSO 6238 Tom McSheffrey sent his apologies.

257 11/12 Declarations of interests

Cllr Harris declared a prejudicial interest in the Evergreen 50 Plus Club (see minute 279 11/12).

Cllr J Loudon declared a personal interest in the Village Hall (see minute 278 11/12 and 298 11/12) and the Evergreen 50 Plus Club (see minute 279 11/12) and a prejudicial interest in the item relating to the access to the Recreation Ground (see minute 266 11/12).

Cllr S Loudon declared a personal interest in the Evergreen 50 Plus Club (see minute 279 11/12) and a prejudicial interest in the item relating to the access to the Recreation Ground (see minute 266 11/12).

Cllr Sage declared a prejudicial interest in the Youth Club (see minute 277 11/12) and the Village Hall (see minute 278 11/12 and 298 11/12).

Cllr Marsh declared a prejudicial interest in the Youth Club (see minute 277 11/12).

Cllr Spiers declared a personal interest in the Village Hall (see minute see minute 278 11/12 and 298 11/12) and in items relating to RBC due to his role as a Borough Councillor.

Cllr Steeley declared a personal interest in the item relating to the access to the Recreation Ground (see minute 266 11/12).

258 11/12 To approve the minutes of the meetings held on 2nd November 2011

Proposed Cllr Spiers, seconded Cllr Loudon

Resolution - It was resolved unanimously that the minutes having been distributed, be approved and signed as correct. Unanimous

259 11/12 Crime report

The Clerk gave the Crime Report for November on behalf of the PCSO.

260 11/12 Gardens go Wild

Caroline Temple gave a presentation on Garden go Wild which aims to help individuals and organisations make their gardens more attractive to wildlife. There is a 45 minute talk that can be arranged and also activities to groups of young people like schools or youth clubs. Help can be given with the idea of enabling community involvement and cohesion. There are also awards for wildlife friendly gardens. The Members wish to have the talk on the subject at the next Annual Village Meeting.

261 11/12 Public participation session

A number of residents expressed their concern and objections to the implementation of the shrub beds on the Recreation Ground that have been placed right at the rear of the properties in High Street. The beds prevent direct access from the properties to the Recreation Ground, which the residents have been enjoying. The Members will bring forward this agenda item for discussion in the main part of the meeting (see minute 266 11/12).

It was pointed out that the brambles where the ball play area had been had not been removed; it was stated that these would be eventually be removed. It was also stated that the surface of the Warwickshire County Council footpath behind the Recreation Ground was been encroached on from the sides.

The two benches that were replaced on the Recreation Ground because they had become unsafe were dedicated benches in memory; the Parish Council will consider placing them elsewhere if they have been repaired.

262 11/12 Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting

There were no matters arising from the previous meeting that are not covered by the agenda.

263 11/12 County Councillors Report

The Highways Agency will be at the next Locality Panel meeting where the issue of replacing the subway lights can be raised. Previous issues of fly tipping have been resolved. Wolston Fields Farm is not in the County Minerals Plan, there is no need to respond to Smiths Concrete, Cllr Spiers will discuss the lorry movement issues with County Highways.

Cllr J Loudon reported that the pedestrian gate from Bagshaw Close to the A45 needs repairing.

264 11/12 Borough Councillors Report

Cllr Spiers had nothing further to report

265 11/12 Recreation Ground - redevelopment

The final stage of the planting and refurbishment of the existing play area is being completed. The two corroded seats along Fetherston Avenue have been replaced. Generally the resident’s feedback has been good.

266 11/12 Recreation Ground - Garden Access

Cllrs J Loudon and S Loudon left the room for this item

The Chairman stated that the residents have no right of access from their properties onto the Recreation Ground, but without creating any precedent, and in no way conceding any rights of access, the Members agreed that the arrangement of the beds will be adjusted so that the existing access can be continued, but the Parish Council will not continue to maintain any thoroughfare.

Resolution proposed Cllr Spiers, seconded Cllr Sage

The meeting resolved that residents have no right of access to the Recreation Ground, but will modify the design of the shrub beds while in no way conceding any past, current, or future access to the Recreation Ground. Unanimous

Cllrs J Loudon and S Loudon rejoined the meeting.

267 11/12 Recreation Ground – Play Ground Inspections

The Clerk re-presented the Digley Associates playground inspection schemes

Resolution proposed Cllr Spiers, seconded Cllr Steeley

The meeting resolved that the play equipment on the Recreation Ground should be inspected under Digley Associates scheme 3 and the play equipment operated by RBC at Holly Drive under scheme 1. Unanimous
Finance

268 11/12 Payments made since the last meeting

The payments made since the previous meeting in accordance with Standing Orders were listed and copies had been previously distributed to members.

Resolution proposed Cllr Loudon, seconded Cllr Steeley

It was resolved unanimously to accept the payments that had been made since the previous meeting in accordance with Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. Unanimous
269 11/12 Payments to be made from this meeting

The payments for authorisation at this meeting were listed and copies had been previously distributed to members.

Resolution proposed Cllr Spiers, seconded Cllr S Loudon

The meeting authorises the payments listed and instructs the cheques to be signed. Unanimous
270 11/12 Receipts since the last meeting

The Members noted the details of the receipts, as listed.

Resolution proposed Cllr Steeley, seconded Cllr S Loudon.

It was resolved unanimously to accept the receipts that had been received and recorded since the previous meeting in accordance with Financial Regulations. Unanimous

271 11/12 Bank reconciliation

The Members noted the bank reconciliation, as presented.

272 11/12 Expenditure against budget

The RFO distributed and presented the current the expenditure against budget and took questions. The Members agreed to move the remaining balance from the Dog Waste Collection budget line to Parish Council Business to prevent this item going negative.

273 11/12 Half Year Accounts 2011/12

The Responsible Financial Officer presented to the Council the accounts prepared by the accountant for the period 1st April 2011 to 30th September 2011 and took questions. The Accountant’s item General Administration is greater and different to the RFO’s Office Administration. The RFO will find out which expenditure is covered by this item.

The Members noted the Accounts. The Members also resolved to continue with the half year financial statements next year.

274 11/12 Internal Auditor’s Report

The RFO presented the Internal Auditor’s Report that had been previously distributed to members and took questions.

Resolution proposed Cllr Spiers, seconded Cllr Steeley.

The Members resolved to take note of the Internal Auditor’s report and accept all the recommendations. Unanimous

The Members thanked the Internal Auditor for her good work and report.

275 11/12 Broadband connection for CCTV

The cctv currently runs off the existing Parish office broadband connection. This interferes with the office usage of the connection and any outage of the cctv is blamed on the Parish Council. A solution is the installation of a separate broadband line at the cost off £99 installation and £33 per month fee.

Resolution proposed Cllr J Loudon, seconded Cllr Spiers.

The Members resolved to have a second broadband connection to separate off the cctv system from the Parish Office usage. For 7, Against 1, Carried

Grants 2012/13

276 11/12 Approve Sec 137 grant 2012/13 to Ryton History Group £500

Resolution proposed Cllr S Loudon, seconded Cllr Eberhard

Resolved that the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure:

Ryton on Dunsmore History Group £500. Unanimous

277 11/12 Approve Sec 137 grants 2012/13 to Youth Club £500

Having declared a prejudicial interest in this item, Cllr Marsh and Cllr Sage left the room. Vice Chairman Cllr J Loudon took the Chair for this item.

Resolution proposed Cllr Spiers, seconded Cllr Steeley.

Resolved that the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure:

The Youth Club £500. Unanimous
Councillors Marsh and Sage rejoined the meeting and Cllr Marsh continued to chair the remainder of the meeting.
278 11/12 Approve Sec 137 grants 2012/13 to Village Hall £2,000

The following Councillors have declared a prejudicial interest in this item, Cllr J Loudon, Cllr Sage and Cllr Spiers left the room.

Resolution proposed Cllr Steeley, seconded Cllr Eberhard

Resolved that the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure:

Ryton on Dunsmore Village Hall Trust: staged payments of £1,000 initially, and then following presentation of half year accounts a further £1000. Unanimous

Councillors J Loudon, Sage and Spiers rejoined the meeting.
279 11/12 Approve Sec 137 grants 2012/13 to Evergreen 50+ Club £500

Having declared a prejudicial interest in this item, Cllr Harris, Cllr J Loudon and Cllr Mrs S Loudon left the room.

Resolution proposed Cllr Steeley, seconded Cllr Eberhard

Resolved that the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure:

Ryton on Dunsmore Evergreen 50+ Club £500. Unanimous

Councillors Harris, J Loudon and Mrs S Loudon rejoined the meeting.
280 11/12 Draft Budget 2012/13

The RFO presented the draft budget of income and expenditure. The RFO had implemented the changes requested by the Members at the last Council meeting and updated other budget lines with values that were not available at the last meeting. This budget relies on the Council’s reserves as there is no provision for legal costs, new assets, external maintenance of the Village Hall, play equipment maintenance, tree works, replacement street lights, expenditure on the War Memorial and election costs.

Resolution proposed Cllr Spiers, seconded Cllr J Loudon.

The Council resolves to accept the 2012/13 budget as presented without modification. This being expenditure of £55,969 which is an increase of 6% on last year. For 7, Against 0, Abstention 1, Carried.

281 11/12 2012/12 Precept

Following the discussion on the budget for 2012/13, and the uncertainty over the other revenue streams, the Members agreed to set the precept to match the rounded budgeted expenditure.

Resolution proposed Cllr Spiers, seconded Cllr Sage

The Council resolves to set the precept for 2012/13 at £56,000. For 7, Against 0, Abstention 1, Carried.
To consider Planning Applications and Approvals

Cllr Spiers having declared an interest left the room.

Applications

282 11/12 11-680
R11/2245
The Old Vicarage London Road

Variation of Condition 6 of R08/0129/PLN & Condition 6 of R10/0233 to allow independent occupation of flat not associated with business use at site. (Officer Richard Holt)

The Members noted the Planning Application

283 11/12 11-681
R11/2277
The Old Vicarage London Road

Variation of Condition 6 of R08/0129/PLN & Condition 6 of R10/0233 to allow independent occupation of buildings A, B & C not associated with the Old Vicarage, Ryton on Dunsmore. (Officer Richard Holt)
The Members noted the Planning Application

284 11/12 11-700
R11/1424
Ryton Mill, London Road

Retention of detached double garage with loft room over. (Officer Chris Davies)
By 20th December 2011

Members to respond to the Clerk is there are any issues.

285 11/12 Approved


11-661
R11/1537
Ryton Bridge, London Road

11-662
R11/1583
Stoney Grey, Oxford Road

11-663
R11/1417
Fern Field, Oxford Road

The Members noted the approved Applications

286 11/12 Responded under delegated authority

11-660
R11/0857
10 Church Road

Amended plans. Erection of a single storey side extension and provision of decking.

287 11/12 Withdrawn

11-664
R11/1921
Home Farm, Oxford Road

The Members noted the withdrawn Application.

To consider Correspondence requiring a decision of the Council

288 11/12 11-628
Warwickshire Lieutenancy Office
County service to celebrate Her Majesty's Diamond Jubilee

The Members noted the service

289 11/12 11-666
WALC
Financial Clinic and update on financial matters - for Clerks and Councillors, 10.30-1pm Thursday 19/01/11 Studley Village Hall.

Resolution proposed Cllr Spiers, seconded Cllr Steeley

The Council resolves to send the Chairman and Clerk to the Financial Clinic at the cost of £35 each, plus transport and hours. Unanimous

290 11/12 11-682
Smith Concrete
Wolston Fields Farm Mineral Prospect

The Members noted the correspondence and resolved to keep a watching brief and to respond only when required by a formal consultation. 

291 11/12 To consider Correspondence for Members’ information

The information folder contains those items not distributed during the month by email; these were available for inspection at the meeting. The contents were noted.

Items for this meeting

292 11/12 Diamond Jubilee

The Members resolved not to have a Beacon, but to hold a celebration involving other Village organisations, the details of which will be discussed at the next meeting.

293 11/12 Interested in the planning system? Want to know how to make use of it for the benefit of your community?

The meeting resolved that Cllrs Harris, Cllr J Loudon and Cllr Marsh will attend the seminars.

294 11/12 LED Street lights

There is a proposal to replace all of the Villages street lights with LED lanterns, but keep the electricity charges at today’s rate to pay for them as part of a long-term contract. Further investigation is required.

At 10pm the Chairman asked to extend the meeting by up to 30 minutes

Resolution proposed Cllr J Loudon, seconded Cllr Sage.

The Members agree to extend the meeting for up to 30 minutes. Unanimous
295 11/12 A45 signage

The Highways Agency has asked if the signage for Ryton on Dunsmore Village from the A45 should direct traffic off the road at the High Street, or along Leamington Road. After discussion of the advantages and disadvantages of the two options, the Members resolved that their preferred solution to the signage is along Leamington Road. The Members considered this to be the safer option for entering the Village. For eastbound A45 traffic from Toll Bar, the Agency should consider signage at the allotments for the left turn into Church Road, signed Church Road Ryton Only.

296 11/12 Allotment repossession

The Clerk explained that currently Allotment holders are required to pay their rent on 1st October, but there is no time scale or action that can be taken if the rent is not received. This year reminders have already been sent to those holders who have not yet paid.

Resolution proposed Cllr Spiers, seconded Cllr Loudon

The Council resolves that this year the Clerk will now send a final reminder with the warning of repossession in 14 days. Unanimous

Resolution proposed Cllr Spiers, seconded Cllr Loudon

The Council resolves that in future years there will be one reminder sent 30 days after the initial rent request, with the warning of repossession in 14 days from the date of the reminder. Unanimous

297 11/12 Orchard Heads of Agreement

The Parish needs to draw up its own agreement.

298 11/12 Village Hall lease renewal and car park ownership

The Parish Council needs to ensure that it owns all of the car park. Cllr Spiers to see if Joyce Bennell can assist in this issue.

299 11/12 Rural CCTV

There are three A3 size signs to be put up in the Village. Cllr Sage will talk to County Partnership about the progress on the IR beamers. There are two candidates for Police Specials for Ryton on Dunsmore and Stretton on Dunsmore.

300 11/12 War Memorial refurbishment

The Council now has three quotes, but they are each suggesting different work to be carried out. The Members need to decide what they want to be done. The Clerk will email all the Councillors the quotes for information. Cllr Spiers will talk to RBC about obtaining listed building consent and funding.

301 11/12 Parish Plan

The questionnaire is ready to be distributed and to have discussions with the residents.

302 11/12 School Governors

There have been an influx of children to the school; Cllr Steeley will talk to Cllr Heather Timms.

303 11/12 WALC

The AGM published the subscription rates for 2012/13.

304 11/12 Members’ reports

A number of Councillors commented about the amount of dog mess on the Recreation Ground and in the Village; Cllr Spiers will talk to RBC about obtaining the new style dog waste signs. The bin has been replaced outside the Blacksmith Arms. There are still parking issues at the Co-op during its re-development. The Parish Council wishes to investigate having a letterbox at the Village Hall for its post; Cllr Spiers will have a conversation with the Village Hall Committee.

305 11/12 Date of the next meeting

The meeting unanimously resolved that the next Parish Council meeting is to be held on Wednesday 1st February 2012at 7.00pm in the Village Hall (there will be no meeting in January 2012).
The meeting closed at 10.30pm. 


Signed ____________ Chairman
Date
__________
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